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victory which would enable us to dictate our own
terms of peace, or whether we would at any time
give favourable consideration to reasonable
proposals which might be put forward either by
neutrals or by the enemy, I said that if the proposals
made were reasonable, we would listen to them at
this moment, and that surely no one imagined that
we wanted to go on with the War and have our
own sons killed. Before we entered into
negotiations with Germany, we must have a clear
idea of what she meant, and I thought every
sensible man who wanted a good peace would be
of the same opinion.

On being asked if the proposed new Cabinet of

four members would mean that we should  have

four   dictators,   I   said :     What  is   a

Relations of Government for except to dictate ? If
Cabinet and . ,                 ,. r . .

Ministry        lt   does   not   dictate,   at   is   not   a
Government,  and  whether it is four
or twenty-three, the only difference is that four
would take less time than twenty-three.

I went on to say that each man in his own
Department would be dictator, and the only
reason for cutting the Cabinet down to four was
because with a larger number of people it meant
so many men, so many minds ; so many minds,
so many tongues ; so many tongues, so much
confusion; so much confusion, so much delay.

I was asked whether it was understood that in
the new Cabinet to be formed, the Labour Party
in the House would be represented and whether,
when peace negotiations were discussed, it would
take part in them.

I said that Mr. Henderson had already answered
that question that morning. I thought that peace